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“Every vision is a joke until 
man accomplishes it. 

Once realized, it becomes 
commonplace.”

DR. ROBERT H. GODDARD
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From Dream to Destiny
100 YEARS AGO, ROBERT H. GODDARD PUT HUMANITY ABOARD A ROCKET RIDE TO THE FUTURE
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Alma Mater
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program; Your Class Notes.
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to Destiny
100 years ago, Robert H. 
Goddard put humanity 
aboard a rocket ride to the 
future.
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Esther & Bob 
Esther Goddard’s fierce 
devotion to her husband kept 
his memory alive, and built a 
legend.
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Clark does the hard—and 
human—work of determining 
how AI fits into its academic 
universe.
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Author Unmasked
The new book by fantasy 
writer George Jreije ’17, MBA 
’18, about a young man’s 
bout with alopecia is his 
most personal yet.
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F E A T U R E S

There was 
something in 

the air at  
Clark.

“Being a 
Globetrotter in the 

[Timothée Chalamet] 
movie was pretty  

easy for me.”

“�WE HAVE 
TO TAKE 
CHANCES.”
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Curating a legend’s legacy; 
This nonprofit has sole; A 
Clarkie’s genius recognized; 
and more.
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Daysha Williams ’17 

STOMPs back  
to Worcester.
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Clark students were 
determined to travel 
in one direction on 
Spree Day. Up!
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Editor’s  
Note

Jim Keogh

President’s  
Message
David B. Fithian ’87

A myth we sometimes subscribe to is that greatness 
happens in isolation. The image of the solitary scholar 
emerging with a transformational discovery has a certain 
romantic appeal. But the truth is typically more compli-
cated. Meaningful breakthroughs emerge more often 
from communities of people working together—bound by 
shared purpose, trust, and sustained effort.

Few Clark stories illustrate this better than that of alum-
nus Robert Goddard, whose successful launch of the first 
liquid-fueled rocket 100 years ago changed what humanity 
could imagine, and rested not just on his brilliance, but on 
his willingness to experiment, fail, learn, and try again.

That chilly March afternoon in 1926 was the culmina-
tion of years of calculation, trial runs (some ending in fiery 
crashes), and relentless problem-solving. Goddard was 
supported by mentors, colleagues, students—and by his 
wife, Esther, whose devotion to documenting his work and 
protecting his ideas helped preserve his legacy. His vo-
racious intellect and ferocious drive propelled us toward 
space, but his success was shared with others at Clark who 
had a hand in lighting the fuse.

That spirit remains alive at Clark, underpinning the 
work we undertake every day as a community.

As we navigate a challenging and changing higher 
education landscape, we are taking deliberate, collabo-
rative steps to rethink how we operate, how we support 
our academic programs, and how we prepare for a sus-
tainable future. Faculty and staff across the University 
have worked closely with leadership to shape a plan that 
strengthens academic growth, reinforces our shared 
values, and provides students with the skills and experi-
ences essential for life after Clark.

Our goal is not simply to maintain the Clark mission, but 
to strengthen it. We seek to educate students who bring 
intellectual rigor together with independence of thought—
and who are prepared to put both to meaningful use.

We see that work taking shape across the University. In 
the School of Climate, Environment, and Society, faculty 
and students use satellite data and artificial intelligence 
to address global sustainability challenges. In the Becker 
School of Design & Technology, Clark has built an inter-
national reputation for “serious games” that inform and 
engage, including a recent collaboration with Cherkasy 
State Business College in Ukraine. And through the 
Mosakowski Institute for Public Enterprise, Clark has 
been recognized by the Commonwealth for innovative 
approaches to supporting youth mental health, including 
new technologies and partnerships with local schools.

The foundation for all of this was laid by Clarkies like 
Robert Goddard, who take action when the moment calls 
for it. Our work has always mattered beyond the Clark 
campus, and always will.

At Clark, we look to answer a simple question: Who will 
be our next Goddard?

Who will  
be our  

next 
Goddard?
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I’VE PREVIOUSLY TOLD THIS story in this space, but that was in 2011, so 
please extend me a little grace for the repeat. 

For a cover feature, I interviewed astronaut Buzz Aldrin to talk about 
his dad, Edwin Aldrin Sr., a 1915 graduate of Clark. Edwin Sr. had been a 
student of Clark physicist Robert Goddard, whose rocketry experiments 
gave us the modern space age. Edwin’s son, of course, was the second 
man to walk on the moon—a historic achievement with a direct line to 
Clark. Beyond that, Buzz insisted it was Edwin who connected God-
dard with famed aviator Charles Lindbergh, who then made the crucial 
introduction to the Guggenheim family that gave Goddard access to the 
funding he needed for his rocketry research in Roswell, New Mexico.

What a story! But there was one logistical problem with my Buzz 
conversation: Aldrin’s handlers had allotted me a maximum of 15 min-
utes to speak with him. And that precious time was quickly getting eaten 
up because the astronaut was sharing details about his moon landing 
while I desperately, awkwardly, tried to steer him into a discussion of his 
father’s life and career. 

As the minutes ticked away, a voice in my head finally convinced me 
to take a breath, stop panicking, and appreciate one very significant 
fact: Buzz Aldrin is describing for you, one-on-one, what it was like to 
leave footprints on the lunar surface. So just … listen. 

And that’s what I did. Ultimately, he gave me 45 minutes and talked 
plenty about his father. 

Problem solved. Because he’s Buzz Aldrin.
The 100th anniversary of Goddard’s first successful liquid-fueled rock-

et launch reminded me of the many incredible Clark hooks in the history 
and perpetuation of the space program. John Emond ’74, a retired NASA 
analyst and manager, returned to campus in March to recall how God-
dard’s seemingly primitive experiments a century ago laid the blueprint 
for propelling humankind into the cosmos. 

No matter how far we travel in the universe, we can always trace the 
journey back to that memorable launch. Robert Goddard made sure 
Clark’s stamp has been on every mission since. Let there be light years.

15-Minute Countdown

On the cover: Rocket pioneer  
Robert Goddard. Illustration by 
Blake Cale.















In Memoriam

Henry James Steward

GEOGRAPHY PROFESSOR

Henry “Harry” James Steward, 
professor emeritus of geog-
raphy and renowned expert in 
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Anthony J. Cannon ’77, 
M.D. 

TRUSTEE, PHYSICIAN

Clark Trustee Anthony Jerome 
Cannon ’77, MD FACE, passed 
away on September 14, 2025, in 
Marlton, New Jersey, surround-
ed by his loving family.

Dr. Cannon was a distin-
guished clinical endocrinol-
ogist with over four decades 
of experience in the medical 
field. He earned his medical 
degree from Cornell University 
and later obtained subspecialty 
certification in endocrinology, 
diabetes, and metabolism.

Holding medical licenses in 
both New Jersey and Pennsylva-
nia, Dr. Cannon made significant 
contributions to both medical 
education and clinical prac-
tice. In January 2024, he was 
appointed associate professor 
of internal medicine at Cooper 
Medical School of Rowan Uni-
versity. His final clinical role was 
with Cooper Care Alliance in 
Cherry Hill, New Jersey, where he 
continued to serve patients with 
compassion and excellence.

Dr. Cannon was actively in-
volved in medical research, pub-
lishing extensively in esteemed 
journals such as the Journal 
of Managed Care & Specialty 
Pharmacy and Diabetic Med-
icine. He also held leadership 
positions within the American 
Diabetes Association, the 
American Association of Clinical 
Endocrinologists, and the South 
Jersey Medical Association.

Dr. Cannon received the 
American Diabetes Association 
Chair’s Citation Award in 2015 
and was named a Fellow of the 
American College of Endocri-
nology in 2012. 

Dr. Cannon traveled widely, 
enjoyed golfing and gardening, 

and found quiet pleasure in 
reading. A true autophile, he 
proudly entered his vehicles in 
car shows, sharing his enthusi-
asm with others. 

cartography, passed away on 
November 29, 2025, two de-
cades after retiring from Clark 
University in 2005.

In his almost three de-
cades at Clark, Steward taught 
graduate and undergraduate 
courses on a wide range of 
cartographic topics, including 
introduction to cartography, 
field mapping and remote 
sensing, map design, automat-
ed cartography, topographical 
mapping, the history of maps 
and mapmaking, and mapping 
for international development.

Born in London’s East 
End three years before the 
beginning of World War II, 
Steward would spend much of 
his childhood in a city rav-
aged by the Blitz and wartime 
deprivation. He earned a B.S. 
in geography and economics 
from the University of London, 
and a Ph.D. from the University 
of Wales, where he delivered 
a dissertation on cartographic 
generalization. Prior to joining 
Clark’s Graduate School of 
Geography in 1978, he held 
faculty appointments at Co-
lumbia University, Kent State 
University, and Ohio State 
University.

served as a supportive, some-
times feisty, mentor and role 
model to younger colleagues 
in a community that had been 
male-dominated. She intro-
duced women writers into the 
English curriculum and, with 
political scientist Cynthia Enloe 
and several others, found-
ed Clark’s Women’s Studies 
program, which soon offered 
a Ph.D. After Serena retired 
to Rockport with her lifelong 
partner, Lois Brynes, the couple 
enjoyed concerts at the Shalin 
Liu Performance Center, walks 
on rocky beaches, and visits to 
Halibut Point. 

While Clark discontinued 
the Women’s Studies Ph.D., as 
well as many courses Serena 
once taught, nothing could 
change the love, knowledge, 
and inspiration she gave her 
students and colleagues. They 
will always remember her, with 
gratitude.

retiring in 2011. 
His civic involvement was 

extensive and reflected a life-
long commitment to steward-
ship and service. He served as 
treasurer of multiple organiza-
tions in Rhode Island and as 
chairman of the San Miguel 
School in Providence. 

He was a leader in support-
ing the Kappa Phi Scholarship 
at Clark and an active member 
of the Alumni Council. In the 
Fall 2019 issue of Clark Mag-
azine he recalled the legacy 
of the “tontine”—the pledge 
by Kappa Phi members that 
the last living member of the 
fraternity will offer a toast from 
a bottle of Glenlivet scotch 
whisky that is stored in Clark 
Archives. 

Larry was the founder and 
lead male singer of Chip and 
the Old Blocks and loved to 
fish, play bridge, and golf. His 
obituary noted that Larry “met 
life head-on and refused to 
waste time second-guessing 
decisions. He lived fully.”

ed their 57th anniversary on 
August 24.

In 2010, Pat joined Elyse 
Darefsky ’79, Meg Lines ’68, 
and Donni Rodman ’69 to 
organize a celebration of wom-
en’s sports at Clark. Among 
the special honorees were 
athletes from some of the first 
classes of women admitted to 
Clark in the 1940s. Pat’s efforts 
were critical to recognizing 
these alumnae’s pioneering 
place in the University’s history.

She was an engaged 
member of her community of 
Boylston, Massachusetts, and 
taught science in area schools 
while instilling a passion for 
learning and education to her 
children, grandchildren, and 
everyone she taught.

Donald Provost

FACILITIES

Donald J. Provost, aged 63, 
passed away unexpectedly at 
his residence on November 6, 
2025. 

Donald enjoyed a lengthy 
career at Clark University, 
where he held various roles 
including grounds and elec-
trical maintenance, retiring in 
2024 after 45 years of loyal 
and dedicated service. The 
faculty and students at Clark, 
along with the owners and 
patrons of local restaurants, 
became like family to him. He 
cherished mornings at Annie’s 
Clark Brunch, where he would 
socialize with friends from 
Clark and regulars at the diner. 
During his younger years, he 
took pleasure in power lifting 
and later became a mentor to 
students.

Donald was a genuine mo-
torcycle enthusiast, enjoying 
backroad rides regardless of 
the weather or the distance.

Serena Hilsinger

ENGLISH PROFESSOR

Serena Hilsinger, novelist, 
poet, literary critic, and Clark 
professor of English from 1962 
to 2000, died on February 13 in 
her home In Rockport, Massa-
chusetts. Those who knew Ser-
ena well will remember her as a 
feminist. For her, feminism was 
not simply a political viewpoint, 
but a way of living. 

During the 1980s, when 
Clark made the effort to hire 
more women faculty, Serena 

Lawrence Hershoff ’71

TRUSTEE, BANKER

Former Clark University Trustee 
Lawrence Hershoff ’71, of 
Sunset Beach, North Carolina, 
passed away peacefully on 
January 30, 2026, after a cou-
rageous battle with pancreatic 
cancer.

Larry enjoyed a long and 
distinguished professional 
career in banking, finance, 
and education. He served 
as executive vice president 
of Fleet Bank and its various 
subsidiaries in Rhode Island, 
and later as senior vice pres-
ident of Citizens Bank and its 
various subsidiaries. Following 
his banking career, he worked 
as a finance consultant and 
served as an adjunct lecturer 
in finance at Bryant University, 

Patricia E. Brissette ’68

TEACHER, VOLUNTEER

Patricia (DeGroat) Brissette 
’68 passed away peacefully 
in her sleep at her home on 
November 25, 2025. Patri-
cia (Pat, Teash) was beloved 
to her family and friends as 
well as a loving wife, mother, 
grandmother, sibling, aunt, 
cousin, and friend. She also 
made lasting contributions to 
her community as a science 
teacher, a civic volunteer, and 
conservationist. 

A native of Cooperstown, 
New York, she met Francis 
(Fran) Brissette ’67, the love of 
her life, at Clark, and they were 
married in 1968. They celebrat-

David M. Close, Ph.D. ’73 

PHYSICIST

David Matzen Close, 84, 
of Johnson City, Tennesse, 
passed away on April 8, 2026. 
Dave earned his Ph.D. in phys-
ics from Clark, where he also 
met his wife, Nancy Fischman 
’71. His fond Clark memories 
inspired his eldest daughter, 
Alexis “Lexy” Close ’07, M.A. 
’09 to attend the University.  

Dave spent his 44-year 
career teaching physics at East 
Tennessee State University, 
and he diligently researched 
the effects of radiation dam-
age on the building blocks of 
DNA. An author/co-author on 
131 papers in scientific journals, 
and as a longtime member of 
the Institute for Energy and En-
vironmental Research, he ad-
vanced understanding of both 
the molecular and real-world 
impacts of radiation exposure 
on individuals, communities, 
and the environment. 

Passings

1940–49

Malcolm E. Baird ’48, M.A.Ed. ’49

1950–59

Frederick J. Gay ’50 

Marvin A. Jamron ’52

Charles H. Jacobs ’52

Richard B. Erickson ’54, M.A. ’59

Robert E. Lingner ’54

Merritt Agabian ’55

Frederick C. Cohen ’56

Peter B. Chamberlain ’57

Barbara J. (Schultz) Lander ’57

Erna M. (Erikson) McCormick ’57

Ellen A. (Polhemus) Clarkson ’58

Carl J. Lubitski ’58

Philip F. Johnson ’59

1960–69

Louise R. (Leonard) Mitchell ’60

Jean A. (Senger) Lepkowski ’63

Virginia W. Ryan ’63

Roy A. Anduze ’64, P ’91

John P. Doherty ’64

Gerard T. Kelly ’64 

Judith A. Garabedian ’65

Marcus J. Deane ’66

Davida (Eisenberg)  
Fox-Melanson ’67

Andrea J. Grant ’67

Patricia E. (DeGroat) Brissette ’68

Russell W. Muncaster,  
M.A. ’68, Ph.D. ’72

1970–79

John X. Adiletta ’70 

Dennis L. Irish ’70

Martha P. Grace, M.A. ’71

Lawrence S. Hershoff ’71

Arthur L. Lerman ’71

David A. Trespacz ’72

Christopher J. Brennan ’73

E. James Kroesser ’73

David E. St. John, D.Ed. ’73

Anthony J. Cannon ’77

1990–99

John J. Krzysztow ’91

Brian D. Orr ’92

Adam M. Kaplan ’94

Laura A. Valdiviezo, M.A.Ed. ’96

2000–

Patrick C. Davis ’00, P ’25

Clara W. Chu ’02 

Noel P. Texeira, MBA ’17

PAT BRISSETTE, IN  
VINTAGE CLARK ATHLETIC 

GARB, LEADS A SALUTE  
TO THE UNIVERSITY’S 

EARLY WOMEN ATHLETES.

Correction: In the Fall 2025 
issue of Clark Magazine, we 
incorrectly reported that Daniel 
J. Greenwald, Class of 1986, 
had passed away, when the 
passing was in fact Daniel J. 
Greenwald, Class of ’79, on 
May 19, 2025. Dr. Daniel Jeffrey 
Greenwald ’86 is alive and 
well. We regret the error and 
apologize to Dr. Greenwald and 
his family.



we’ll be viewed 440 years from 
now based on the nearly 100 
items placed in the capsule. 
What will a future generation 
make of a road atlas, or a TV 
Guide? Or the famous photo of 
Sigmund Freud at Clark? 

Can we at least hope 
that somehow, someway, 
the music of the Beatles will 
have endured, even if no one 
can quite figure out how to 
extract sound from the black 
vinyl disc carrying the voices 
of John, Paul, George, and 
Ringo?

A 55-member committee 
selected the items that were 
buried, and took care that 
they covered four distinct 
categories: Goddard Memo-
rabilia (eight of the scientist’s 
patents are included), the 

Space Age (a retro rocket 
from the first Apollo mission, 
cloth from a spacesuit), Clark 
History (Jonas Clark’s will, 
copies of The Scarlet), and 
Contemporary Life (a mini-
skirt, Batman comics, a box of 
breakfast cereal).

Among the more mean-
ingful inclusions are a vial 
of soil from Pakachoag Hill 
in Auburn, Massachusetts, 
where Goddard executed the 
first successful launch of a 
liquid-fuel rocket, and a vial 
of sand from Roswell, New 
Mexico, where he refined his 
rocketry technologies. Three 
years later, astronaut Buzz 
Aldrin would cut the ribbon 
on the new library and, shortly 
after that, leave footprints in 
moon dust. S
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(Above) The Clark time capsule.

FROM TIME CAPSULE  
TO SPACE CAPSULE
Robert Goddard is responsible 
for sending rockets far away 
from the Earth. But 60 years 
ago, to honor him, Clark buried 
one deep within it.

On October 12, 1966, in a 
convocation ceremony at the 
site of the soon-to-be-con-
structed Robert H. Goddard 
Library, a 10-foot stainless 
steel time capsule shaped like 
a replica of a 1940s-era God-
dard rocket was lowered into 
the ground, not to be opened 
until 2466.

The placement of artifacts 
in the capsule “reminds us of 
how our culture will be seen by 
civilizations of future centu-
ries,” said U.S. Vice President 
Hubert Humphrey, who deliv-
ered the convocation address.

It’s difficult to imagine how 

“
What will  
a future  

generation 
make of a  

TV Guide?

”

Clark students were 
determined to travel 
in one direction on 
Spree Day. Up!

44
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