
GRANT HIGHLIGHTS
FALL 2024 & SPRING 2025

August 1st 2024 to July 31st 2025



FALL 2024 SEMESTER OVERVIEW

• During Fall 2024, Extractives@Clark expanded its 
role as a hub for dialogue on natural resources 
extraction, climate justice, and environmental 
governance.

• Key achievements included:
• Hosting internationally recognized leaders in land and 

resource rights

• Convening cross-sector panel discussions on 
deforestation and climate policy

• Strengthening partnerships with CLUA and Oxfam 
America

• Engaging students, faculty, and practitioners in policy-
relevant conversations



DEFENDING RIGHTS IN AN 
ERA OF CLIMATE CRISIS

Andrew Bogrand's talk highlighted frontline 
struggles for land, environmental, and resource 
justice across East and Southern Africa, the Amazon, 
and the American South.

• The conversation addressed:

• Grassroots resistance to extractive expansion

• Human rights dimensions of climate change

• Policy pathways for protecting vulnerable communities



PANEL DISCUSSION: CAN 
DEFORESTATION BE ENDED BY 2030?

• In partnership with the Climate Land Use Alliance, 
Extractives@Clark convened a community panel 
exploring the feasibility, political challenges, and 
governance pathways toward ending global 
deforestation by 2030.

• The panelists explored issues of:

• Forest governance and accountability

• Land-use transitions

• Climate mitigation strategies

• Equity and community impacts



A CONVERSATION WITH DR. 
SOLANGE BANDIAKY-BADJI

RIGHTS, RESOURCES, AND CLIMATE JUSTICE

• Extractives@Clark hosted a conversation for graduate 
students with Dr. Solange Bandiaky-Badji, Coordinator 
and President of the Rights and Resources Initiative, a 
global coalition advancing the land and resource rights 
of indigenous peoples, afro-descendant communities, 
and local communities.

• The discussion examined the intersections of land 
tenure, climate governance, and environmental justice, 
highlighting the critical role of community-led 
stewardship in addressing the climate crisis. 



SPRING 2025 SEMESTER OVERVIEW

• During Spring 2025, Extractives@Clark hosted four public-facing events 

focused on oil extraction, global supply chains, energy transitions, and 

environmental justice. These events brought together students, faculty, 

community members, and external partners, fostering interdisciplinary 

dialogue on the social and ecological dimensions of extractive industries.

• Over the semester, we engaged 96 participants, strengthening campus-

community connections and advancing critical conversations on natural 

resources extraction and sustainability.



POLITICAL ECOLOGIES OF 
OIL CONFLICTS IN ECUADOR

Danilo Borja's talk examined oil extraction and 
political ecologies in Ecuador’s Yasuní National Park, 
highlighting the intersections of environmental 
governance, Indigenous Peoples' rights, and natural 
resources conflict. 



INCLUSION OF SMALLHOLDERS 
IN GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAIN

This talk explored the implications of the European 
Union Deforestation Regulation for smallholder 
producers in Indonesia and Lao PDR, examining 
equity, compliance challenges, and shifting governance 
structures in global commodity chains.



FILM SCREENING: THE BOY 
WHO HARNESSED THE WIND

In collaboration with Clark Environmental Action, a 
student-based organization, Extractives@Clark hosted a 
film screening and facilitated discussion on renewable 
energy, innovation, and community resilience. 



UNIVERSITY PARK 
COMMUNITY CLEANUP 

In partnership with the Regional Environmental Council, a non-profit 
organization based in Worcester, and Clark Environmental Action, a 
student-based organization, we held a community cleanup at University 
Park in Worcester to celebrate Earth Day.  This initiative strengthened 
local partnerships, community engagement and stewardship.



BIG BOOK GIVEAWAY

We distributed over 150 books 
to more than 16 researchers 
and students within our 
community, supporting scholars 
in geography, development, 
political ecology, Indigenous 
studies, and related fields.



OUR SOCIAL MEDIA 
ENGAGEMENT



THANK YOU

We are grateful for your continued support. Your funding enables 

critical conversations, student engagement, and public scholarship on 

extractive industries and sustainability.

• Prepared By: RA Nourhan Attia
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